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Abstract
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Religious Scholars and the Issue of Unity and Convergence

in the Islamic World
Dr sayed asef kazemi*

Abstract

The issue of unity and convergence is one of the key objectives of
Islamic law, a mandate of reason and Sharia, and a significant concern
for reformers and prominent religious scholars throughout history. A
cursory review of Quranic verses and narrations reveals that the
mission of religious scholars—as agents and propagators of Islam—is
universal, intended for the guidance of all humanity without being
constrained by geographical or political borders.

The purpose of this study is to examine the question: How is the role of
religious scholars in achieving unity and convergence assessed, and
what strategies have been adopted in this regard? This research is based
on the hypothesis that throughout Islamic history, religious scholars
have consistently prioritized unity and convergence, offering valuable
strategies to achieve these goals within the Islamic world.

Findings from this study, conducted through a descriptive-analytical
method with a historical perspective, indicate that religious scholars
have always been concerned with Islamic unity and have actively
opposed divisive elements, which were often external enemies of Islam.
These scholars have proposed and implemented significant strategies
such as religious reform and the revival and reconstruction of Islamic
thought, the rapprochement of Islamic sects, leadership centrality,
consultation and institutionalization, and the establishment of an
Islamic federation or union to achieve unity and convergence in the
Islamic world.

Keywords: Religious scholars, Islamic unity, colonialism, Islamic
world, reform, division

1 - PhD in Contemporary History of the Islamic World, Professor of Islamic Civilization and
Biography, Al-Mustafa International University.

Email: kazemi.asef@gmail.com



Political and Administrative Corruption in Afghanistan:
Causes and Strategies for Combating It

Seyyed Abdul Qayyum Sajjadi*
Abstract

Corruption is one of the most serious challenges to governance. Despite
variations in its depth and scope, corruption affects nearly all societies
and governments to some extent. In third-world and underdeveloped
countries, corruption is among the primary causes of
underdevelopment, poverty, and social stagnation. Combating
corruption is a cornerstone of good governance. The methods and
strategies to address this destructive phenomenon have consistently
been a major concern for governments and a focal point for experts in
the field.

This study employs a descriptive-explanatory method and utilizes both
library and field research to examine the causes and factors contributing
to political and administrative corruption in Afghanistan and to propose
strategies for combating it (research question). Emphasis on the
principles of rule of law, public participation, public oversight, social
justice, and administrative efficiency are key indicators in the fight
against corruption (hypothesis).

The findings reveal that the absence of the rule of law, the prevalence
of a traditional political culture, nepotism, self-serving and
uncommitted officials, lack of public participation and oversight, and
the absence of accountability and auditing in governmental institutions
are fundamental factors in the emergence, spread, and persistence of
corruption in the country (research findings).

The results provide practical and effective solutions for policymakers
and governance practitioners. These strategies are discussed under five
key headings: strengthening the rule of law, enhancing public
participation and oversight, implementing financial audits and ensuring
administrative accountability, selecting committed employees, and
securing adequate financial support for employees (strategies).

Keywords:  Corruption, Political  Corruption, Administrative
Corruption, Causes of Corruption, Strategies to Combat Corruption,
Afghanistan.
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The requirements of social solidarity and peaceful coexistence in
Afghanistan; with an emphasis on Islamic teachings

Mohammad Ain Moballegh?
Abstract:

Promoting social solidarity and peaceful coexistence and achieving
national cohesion and political stability in multi-ethnic, multi-cultural
and multi-religious societies like Afghanistan is an important issue.
This article in response to which components and elements are useful
for social solidarity and peaceful coexistence in plural societies like
Afghanistan, first, addressed the background and conceptual
framework of the discussion and the religious status of social solidarity
and peaceful coexistence, Then by referring to Islamic teachings and
findings of social sciences using documentary and library techniques to
collect data and evaluate it in an analytical-descriptive method, the
discussion and analysis has been developed on the axis of five
principles selected and appropriate to the social situation of Afghanistan
as the most important principles and elements of social solidarity and
peaceful coexistence: The principle of equality in human creation and
negation of superiority; The principle of respect for human dignity and
the beliefs and values of others; The principle of freedom of opinion
and negation of religious imposition; The principle of social justice;
The principle of cooperation and social kindness. As a result, the
application of the proposed principles as requirements and solutions for
the formation and stabilization of social solidarity, peaceful
coexistence, national cohesion and political stability in Afghanistan has
been evaluated as effective and useful from the perspective of this
research.

Keywords: Afghanistan, Freedom of opinion, Human dignity, National
cohesion, Peaceful coexistence, Political stability, Social justice, Social
solidarity.
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The Rise of China in the International System and the
Challenge to U.S. Hegemony

Seyyed Taher Erfani*
Abstract

At the dawn of the 21st century, the United States faced the economic
and military rise of China, a nation that is now its competitor and is
projected to pose a significant threat to the continuation of U.S,
hegemony in the near future. Factors such as China's growing economic
influence in various regions of the world, its permanent membership
and veto power in the United Nations Security Council, and the
increasing financial debts and declining global economic and political
influence of the United States have made direct confrontation with
China challenging for the U.S. These dynamics have engaged the minds
of American strategists and policymakers to devise ways to curb
China's progress as a challenger.

The question this study seeks to answer is: What are the strategies of
the United States to confront the rise of China as a challenger to its
hegemony? The hypothesis tested in this research posits that China's
growing power in the international system presents a challenge to the
continuity of U.S. hegemony. The findings of the study reveal that the
U.S., through various strategies, aims to prevent China's military
dominance and the transregional expansion of its power. These
strategies include forging extensive military relations and committing
surrounding countries to align with the U.S., leveraging contentious
regions as tools to pressure China, and utilizing international and
regional organizations to increase the political and economic costs for
China.

The research employs a descriptive-analytical method, focusing on data
analysis to substantiate its conclusions.

Keywords: China, United States, Offensive Realism, Hegemony,
Strategy.

1. PhD in International Relations, Faculty Member at Khatam al-Nabiyin University,
Department of International Relations

Volume 1, Issue 3, Autumn 2024



Abstract

\F)

Prerequisites for Peaceful Coexistence in

Islamic Political Thought
Seyyed Abdul Qayum Sajjadi*

Abstract

Human beings, by their innate nature or due to their needs, require
collective living. Human social life, from its inception to the present,
has witnessed continuous conflicts over power, wealth, and fame.
Achieving the fundamental goals of life, safeguarding human rights,
and pursuing an ideal and just society are significant issues in social
life. Realizing these objectives is only possible through social order and
security. Therefore, establishing a peaceful life free from disputes and
conflicts is a primary and vital issue in politics and governance.

The model of peaceful living in Islamic political thought is proposed as
a response to this essential and necessary issue. The question of the
prerequisites for peaceful living in societies with ethnic, linguistic, and
religious diversity is a fundamental and important topic. Considering
the ethnic, religious, and linguistic diversity of Afghan society and the
collective belief of its people in Islamic teachings and principles,
elucidating the prerequisites for peaceful coexistence is a critical issue
for our country (the research problem). By referencing Islamic sources
and deriving perspectives from Muslim jurists and commentators
(through an interpretive method), this essential and significant question
can be described and analyzed.

Social justice, rule of law, legal freedoms, and public participation are
identified as the most important prerequisites for peaceful living and
social coexistence (research findings).

Keywords: Peaceful living, shared principles, justice, freedom, rule of
law, political participation.
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Freedom of Expression in the Logic of the Holy Qur'an
Ahmad Akhlagi?

Abstract

The Holy Qur'an, which outlines the fundamental principles of human
sciences, regards humans as inherently free beings. Freedom is a
multifaceted concept, one of whose manifestations is "freedom of
expression.” Given the propaganda and accusations by adversaries
claiming that Islam opposes "freedom of expression” and does not
allow divergent thoughts and tastes to emerge, explaining this concept
within the framework of the Qur'anic discourse and the perspectives of
commentators is a pressing necessity.

This study, utilizing library and software resources, adopts a
descriptive-analytical method and an interrogative thematic
interpretation approach to address the question: What is the concept of
"freedom of expression” in the logic of the Qur'an?

The Holy Qur'an, in verses that permit debate and dialogue with
opponents and command listening to others' opinions, recognizes the
right to guidance, social oversight, and inquiry for all members of
society. It instructs both leaders and communities to seek and provide
counsel, encourages the oppressed to seek justice, and prohibits
concealing the truth. The Qur'an views "freedom of expression™” not
only as permissible but, in certain instances, as essential.

The reasoning behind citing this collection of verses to affirm "freedom
of expression™ is that these actions cannot be realized unless the
expression of opinions and views is unrestricted. Therefore, in the logic
of the Qur'an, expressing one’s desires and mental concepts is
considered free. However, it is important to note that expressing
intellectual reserves is not without constraints; it is bounded by the
frameworks of Sharia, reason, logic, and knowledge.

Keywords: Holy Qur'an, Qur'anic logic, freedom of expression, Sunni
and Shia commentators.
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