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The Shanghai Regional Security System and Its Impact on

Afghanistan’s National Security

Sayed Mohsen Salahshur
Abstract

National security is one of the fundamental concepts of political science and
international relations, which has always been accompanied by evolution due to time
and context. Changes in regional security affect the national security of countries,
either negatively or positively. Afghanistan s national security has not been far from
this rule, but the country s special position in regional security systems has caused
regional security to become a variable that affects Afghanistan s national security.
This article, relying on the theoretical framework of Bari Bozan s regional security
complex and using a descriptive-analytical method and a comprehensive review of
literature and empirical evidence, has examined the regional impacts, economic
initiatives and security challenges, opportunities and risks arising from Afghanistan s
interaction with the Shanghai Cooperation Organization. The hypothesis is that the
Shanghai regional security system has had a dual impact on Afghanistan s national
security. The findings of this study show that the Central Asian regional security
system has a dual impact on Afghanistan s national security. Due to the competitive
order of trans-regional actors such as the United States, Russia, and China and the use
of drug tratficking and criminal networks, the strengthening of narco-terrorism, the
spread of organized crime, and global competition have weakened Afghanistan s
national security. On the other hand, through major regional projects such as TAPI,
CASA 1000, Lapis Lazuli, Chabahar, and the like, it has provided a means to enhance

Afghanistan s national security.

Keywords. Afghanistan, Shanghai Cooperation Organization, National Security,

Regional Security, Transnational Threats, Economic Integration.



Challenges of China’s Superpowerhood in contradiction with US
Global Policies

Musa Khan Sadr Afzali
Abstract

With the collapse of the Soviet Union and the end of the bipolar system, the United
States emerged as the undisputed superior power in the international system. This
thesis examines the challenges facing China on its path to becoming a global
superpower and its confrontation with the United States. As one of the great powers,
China has potential capacities in the economic, military, and political fields, but on
this path it faces challenges such as human rights pressures, regional conflicts in Asia,
competition with Russia and Europe, and internal disputes. The United States is also
trying to prevent China s rise by shifting its strategic focus from the Middle East to
East Asia. Using the theoretical framework of realism, this study analyzes the power
struggle and examines the various dimensions of China s challenges in the economic,
military, social, and cultural fields, concluding that China s capabilities in these areas
pose a serious threat to the United States pre-eminence. Chind s progress in these
areas also requires confronting domestic crises and creating a balance in international
relations. This study emphasizes the hypothesis that China s increasing power in these
five areas poses a serious threat to the United States position as a global superpower

and will lead to significant changes in the structure of the international system.

Keywords. Superpower, China, United States, International System, Strategic

Competition.
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National Power and Its Impact on the Foreign Policy of the Islamic

Republic of Afghanistan

Khan Jan Dadmand
Abstract

National power is a fundamental element in the realization of various goals of governments.
On the one hand, dynamic and productive national legitimacy determines lofty and worthy
goals and ideals, and on the other hand, by formulating and shaping the common national
values and beliefs of the members of society, it enables them to produce power and ability by
relying on their various capabilities and capacities, and by legitimately applying power,
bring security to themselves in various dimensions. National power has many aspects,
including the ability to overcome obstacles, follow oné s own clear path, and win in conflicts
and disputes, and influence other powers to reduce pressures and threats. Power has material
and spiritual aspects. According to what was said in the statement of national power in
Afghanistan, national power was expressed by determining its example in Afghanistan as
follows:. the national power of Afghanistan is derived from the authority of national and
political legitimacy, which is the ability of the political system and the sovereignty of anation
for the legitimate and accepted use of national power in making intemnal decisions and
regulating its foreign relations to advance national goals and objectives, promote and protect
fundamental national values, secure national interests, and reduce internal and external
influence, pressure, and threats. National power is one of the greatest intellectual concerns of
politicians in political relations. If a country has high national power, it can fulfill its desires
without hindrance. It seems that the more national power can highlight internal capabilities,
the greater its share in foreign policy. Accordingly, the most important component and
fundamental element in the diplomatic apparatus and the implementation of a better foreign
policy in Afghanistan; National power, internal capabilities and capabilities, and the most
important challenging factor for the weakness of national power, instability and ineffective
foreign policy in Afghanistan has been the presence and competition of great powers in the

pastsuch as Russia and England and currently the United States, Russia and China. Research

keywords: national power, national interests, national goals, foreign policy, domestic

policy.



The Role of the United States in the Formation of ISIS
Mohammad Jalil Qasemi
Abstract

Amid the complexities of the emergence of the ISIS terrorist group, the role of the
United States is like a puzzle that is of particular importance in the research literature
on international security and has occupied many researchers. This research aims to
examine the role of the United States in the formation and strengthening of the ISIS
group and seeks to answer the main question. What role did the United States play in
the formation and strengthening of the ISIS terrorist group? The findings of this
research, which were obtained with an analytical-descriptive approach and based on
library resources, documents and scientitic articles, show that in the first stage, the
United States attack on Iraq in 2003 acted as one of the key factors in weakening the
Iraqi state structure and creating a space for the emergence of terrorist groups,
including ISIS. This attack, which was carried out under the pretext of destroying
weapons of mass destruction and overthrowing the Saddam Hussein regime, led to
the collapse of the Iraqi political and security order and provided a suitable platform
for the activities of extremist groups. After the fall of the Baathist regime in Iraq, the
power vacuum and the weakening of the security forces created favorable conditions
for the emergence of terrorist groups such as ISIS. These groups, taking advantage of
public discontent, political instability, and religious sectarianism, were able to expand
their bases in various regions of Iraq and Syria. Meanwhile, the policies of the United
States in supporting some opposition groups in Syria have also helped strengthen
ISIS.

Keywords: United States, ISIS, Iraq, Syria, military intervention, power vacuum
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The Role of Economy in Regional Integration of the Shanghai

Cooperation Organization Member States

Rahmatullah Sedaghat
Abstract

Cooperation and conflict in the foreign policy of countries are determined based on
their national interests. Governments adopt cooperation or conflict strategies towards
other countries depending on their national interests. Regionalism is one of the
interaction patterns in the field of international relations that has moved from the
classical European model to new models by going through a process of evolution.
Regional cooperation organizations such as NAFTA, ASEAN, and the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization are examples of new regionalism that have pursued special
patterns based on the conditions, situations, and requirements of their region. This
research has attempted to examine the role of economy in regional integration of the
Shanghai Cooperation Organization member states. The main question raised in this
article is what is the role of economy in regional integration of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization member states? The hypothesis tested in this research is
that economy plays a role in regional integration of the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization member states. To prove the hypothesis, the convergence of the
Shanghai Cooperation Organization has been studied using a descriptive-analytical
method. The results of the study show that the economy and economic
interdependence of countries cause the convergence between them to increase in the
regional arena and countries move towards forming regional economic blocs. This
situation can be observed initially from the European Union, which was created with
the coal and steel community and has today formed an economic region. The
Shanghai Organization has also been able to create good convergences among its
members in the economic arena. Although there are also challenges facing this

organization.

Keywords:. convergence, economic convergence, economy and the Shanghai

Cooperation Organization



Russia's Foreign Policy Towards the Islamic Emirate

Seyed Zia Hussaini
Abstract

Afghanistan is located in a region that has always been a source of conflict between
world powers. Russia, like other powers, views Afghanistan as a country that can be
evaluated from a strategic perspective; given the strategic location of Afghanistan,
Russia has mainly sought to strengthen its presence and influence in Afghanistan
through political mechanisms and security processes in the post-US withdrawal
period. The withdrawal of American forces from Afghanistan led to the weakening of
the central government in Kabul and the strengthening of the Taliban throughout the
country. As the process of the US and its allies withdraw from Afghanistan is
completed, it is likely that Russid s role in the country will increase. Therefore, the
aim of this article is to identity the evolution of Russia s foreign policy towards the
Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan. In this regard, the question arises. What are the
important factors that led Russia to reconsider its foreign policy towards the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan? And what is the position of Afghanistan in Russid s current
policy? The author will also examine the hypothesis that Afghanistan is of great
importance in Russid s foreign policy and national security doctrine, and the threats
arising from it can be a threat to Russias security and interests in all different
dimensions. The present article attempts to express the research variables using a
descriptive-analytical method," concern about the spread of Islamic fundamentalism
from Afghanistan to Central Asia due to the rise of the Islamic Emirate in Afghanistan
and filling the strategic vacuum of America in Afghanistan is assumed as an
independent variable, and a review of Russia s foreign policy and the strengthening

of the Islamic Emirate and the resurgence of ISIS is assumed as a dependent variable.

Keywords: Russia, foreign policy, Afghanistan, the rise of the Taliban, security,

interests.
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